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FOREWORD

My uncle Dr. R. L. Mutsuddy was a medical practitioner at Daiku
in the District of Pegu, Lower Burma. Born in a Buddhist family, he
lived in strict observance of the ethical principles of Buddhism. He
also practiced meditation (Vipassana) at Daiku.

Later he took upon himself the noble task of the propagation of the
Dhamma, amongst the Bengali speaking people as well as Burmese.

When I came to Burma for the first time in the year 1924, I was
amazed to see my uncle’s zeal for the propagation of the Dhamma. I
used to discuss Buddhist Philosphy with him.

Going deep into the Buddhist scriptures, I was so much benefited
by them, that there arose in me a strong desire to share the wealth
contained in the sacred-texts with my Bengali speaking brethren. for
most of whom the Scriptures have so far remained a sealed book, on
account of the difficulty of the language. Since then I have always
been thinking of one thing. And that is how to make the sacred texts
available to the Bengalee Buddhists, the majority of whom live in the
land where Buddhism was born

Since 1924, I had been contemplating the publication of the sacred
texts in Bengali character and their translation in Bengali. I was
merely a youngman, having just completed my course of study in
medicine, I had yet to try to build up a carrier and also learn how to
earn money absolutely needed for any venture.

In the year 1931. when we found that many were coming from
India for meditation’s sake, we proposed to see a meditation centre
established at Daiku, for which a devout Karen Lady from an adjacent
Village, donated about two Acres of Land. Hence my uncle and
myself made an humble beginning by building a few huts on for the
meditation centre. After a few years we handed the same, over to an
association at Daiku. I am happy to state that it still exists in the same
place with a nice Damayun (Dharmasala) and other buildings erected
later.

In 1928, T was delighted to learn that Ven. P. L. Mahathero of the
Chittagong Buddhist Association (158, Upper Phayre Street,
Rangoon) had founded a Buddhist Mission Press with a similar object.
The work started in all earnestness. Remarkable progress was made in
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the matter of publication of the sacred texts together with their
Bengali translations. Meanwhile, the second world war started. As a
result of this disaster the scheme of Ven. P. L. Mahathero suffered a
great loss. Heavy bombs fell upon Buddhist Mission Press and burnt
down invaluable manuscripts and also much printed matter.

In the year 1953, I read in the newspapers that the Buddha Sasana
Council, of the Union of Burma Govt. is going to undertake the
publication of Tripitaka in Burmese, Devanagari, Roman and other
characters together with translations in various languages. I was
overwhelmed with joy. Ven. P. L. Mahathero advised me to see Ven.
U. Shin Kelesha M. A. (Principal, Buddhist Pali College, Yegu) who,
I Was told, could help in this connection.

Accordingly I went with Ven. Atulananda Thero to see Ven. U
Shin Kelesha who gave us a patient hearing, and sent us to the then
Attorney General of Burma (Now Justice Mahan They Seth U Chan
Hon) with a latter of introduction and with his advice I next saw U
Seen Mauna, Chief Executive Officer of the Union Buddha Susana
Council.

U Seen Mauna asked me to send an application in the name of
Ven. P. L. Mahathero to the council, requesting the same to take up
the publication of the sacred texts in Bengali. Under his instruction we
submitted an application to the Buddha Sasana Council on the 5th
August 1953.

On the receipt of our application the Council informed us that they
had already undertaken the task of publishing the sacred texts in
Burmese and Devanagari characters and so at present were not in a
position to undertake an additional responsibility, but they night take
up the matter later.

A bit disappointed with this reply, with the kind help of the Ven.
P. L. Mahathero I started correspondence with some eminent Bengali
Buddhist monks in India and Pakistan.

I received from them warm response with the assurance to
undertake the translation of the Tripitaka into Bengali. Later on a
certain occasion some of the Ministers, Ambassadors and other high
dignitories were invited to our monastery, situated in the permises of
the Chittagong Buddhist Association, where I took the opportunity of
discussing the subject with the then Minister of Religious Affairs U
Win, finance Minister U Tin, Sir U Thwin, Honourable U Thein
Maung, Chief Justice of Union, Honourable Justice U Chan Htoon
and the Ambassador of Pakistan in Burma. They were pleased at the
idea and encouraged me to go ahead.
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In the month of December 1953, my wife established a priting
press in Rangoon under the name @SIRI TIPITAKA PUBLISHING
PRESS.” The press has got two sections :- (1) Religous Section and
(2) Job Section in English, Burmese and Bengali.

The profit from the job section are spent for the publication of the
original sacred texts in Bengali characters and their translation also.
My wife intends to make a free gift of the Tripitaka publication to
different Buddhist Organizations, Universities and Libraries, through
the Buddha Sasana Council of the Union of Burma.

Although this is the 5th year, that the press has been established,
yet it is regretted that due to some unavoidable circumstances the
publication work has not come up to our expectations.

At the present moment less no then 15 manuscripts of the original
texts in Bengali character and their translations are ready in hand to be
sent to the press. Out of these, we are happy, at least one Vol
(Majjhima Nikaya Vol. 2) is ready for presentation. We are also glad
that the Ist Vol. of the Digha Nikaya is in the press and ist completion
is expected within six months.

We are fully aware of the magnitude of the task that we have
undertaken. we are determined to make a diligent effort towards the
realisation of our noble aspiration and with the blessings of
@Triratna,”” hope to accomplish the same.

Ayudigha Medical Hall Dr. S. B. Barua.
70/20th Street, Rangoon. Capt. Ex. I. A. M. C.
Dated 13th March 1959.
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A life sketch
of

Rajaguru Pandit Dharmadhara Mahasthavira
Tatwabhusan, Bahussuta,
Satta-Vinaya-Abhidhamma Visarada
(Gold Medalist)

Venerable Pt. Dharmadhara Mahasthavira is a Bengali
Buddhist monk, born in a family of moderate means in the
village of Dharmapur, P S. Fatikcheri in Chittagong district of
Bengal (now in East Pakistan). In the early life of his
monkhood he acquired proficiency in Pali and in Buddhist
literature in Chittagong under the guidance of two prominent
and learned Mahatheras- Venerable  Dharmakathika
Mahasthavira at Binajuri and Venerable Visuddhananda
Mahasthavira at Abdulapur. After completing his studies in
Chittagong, he went over to Ceylon in 1928 for further study
where he stayed for five years and specialised his studies in the
three branches of Pali Pitakas along with the different versiong
of the commentaries. In recognition of his erudite scholarship
and attainments in the Theravada Buddhism and Buddhistic
studies, two titles of Tatwabhusana and Bahussuta were
conferred upon him by Venerble Wagiswara Mahathera and
Ven. Upasena Mahathera respectively, the two High-priests of
Ramaya Nikaya of Ceylon. He also passed the title
examinations on Sutta, Vinaya and Abhidhamma in 1934, 1935,
and 1936 respectively held under the Bengal Govt. Sanskrist
Association and to his credit he was awarded the Anagarika
Dharmapala Gold Medal by the Sanskrit Board for having stood
first in the first class. Returning to India from Ceylon he was
appointed Principal and Professor of Pali at the Mahamuni Pali
College in Chittagong and gradually he was raised to the
position of the High Priest with the title of Rajaguru in the
localmonastery of Maharaja Bahadur Nepru Sein, the Moung-
in-chief of Chittagong Hill Tracts. He held these two posts with
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high credit continuously for more than twelve years. In the
meantime he became the Secretary to the Bhikkhu Mahasabha
of Chittagong, constituted of more than 200 members of the
Buddhist Holy Order. and during these years of strenuous
service, he established his reputation as a very successful
teacher and organiser.

In 1938 he became the President of the 16th Buddhist
Council held in Satbaria, Chittagong and in 1941 he, along with
his disciple Ven. Santa Rakkhita Sthavira, joined the Assam
Buddhist Conference as a delegate.

In 1945 he joined the Nalanda Vidyabhavana, Calcutta, a
College of the Buddha knowledge as its Vice-Principal and
subsequently in 1947 he became its Principal. Since then he has
been serving this institution with high credit, simultaneously he
has been the Vice-President of the Bengal Buddhist Association
since the year 1945. He has been associated with the Vangiya
Sanskrita Siksa Parisad (Formerly Bengal Govt Sanskrit
Association) as a member of the Board of Examiners both as a
paper-setter as well as an examiner. Being invited by the Nepal
Government, he joined the Nepal Buddhist Conference held in
1951 with his disciple Ven. Buddhadatta Sthavira.

In the year 1954 he was nominated a member of the Vangiya
Sanskrita Siksa Parisad. In the same year in the month of May,
he was deputed, on behalf of the Nalanda Vidyabhavana and
Bengal Buddhist Association, to attend the sixth Buddhist
Synod held in Rangoon under the auspices of the Government
of Burma, and also he acted as a sangitikaraka in the Chastha
Sangayana there in. In the meantime with one of his Dayaka
Aswini Kumar Barua he trevelled over the important Buddhist
Centers in the South-East Asia including Thailand, Cambodia
etc. In 1956 he returned to Calcutta and resumed his services in
the Nalanda Vidyabhavana and since then he has been serving
the Institution as a its Principal and Secretary.

Bisides he associated with many cultural and religious
associations. He has been acted as Vice-President of the
&Chattagram Sammilani” and he also elected as Vice-President
of the ®Kavi Nabin Chandra Sen Smriti Committee.”
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His valuable writings bear ample testimony to his critical
scholarship and wide reading. The range and depth of his
scholarship will be evident from his numerous publications, a
selected list of wich is given below :-

Books :-

(1) Bauddha Darsan (1956)- This is a book in Bengali
bearing on the essential ideas of Buddhism, accurately
interpreted and skilfully eo-ordinated based on Ven, Rahula
Sankrityayan’s work.

(2) Dhammapadam (1954)- Edited with Bengali translation
and notes on important words.

(3) Buddha Vandana.

(4) Majjhimanikaya- An authentic Bengali translation of the
Pali Majjhima-Nikaya, Vol. II.

(5) Majjhima-Nikaya, Vol. III. A Bengali translation.
(Ready for the Press).

(6) Sasanavamsa- An authentic Bengali translation of
Panfiasami’s Pali work, which deals with the history of
Buddhism in Burma and its relation to India (Now ready or the
Press).

(7) Milinda Panha- A text with Bangali translation. (In
preparation)

Besides books, Ven. Dharmadhara Mahasthavira has to his
credit numerous papers on Buddhism and Buddhistic Culture
contributed by him to different learned journals. Some of the
important articles are noted below :-

The articles contributed to-

A .The Sanghasakti- A Bengali Journal issued from Rangoon.

(1) Bhava Parivartan (1931)

(2) Vimukti Sukha (1931)

(3) Carama Santi (1932)

(4) Anadi Samsare (1932)

(5) Nirvana (1933)

(6) Buddhadharma and Sankaracarya (1933)
(7) Janmantaravad (1933)

(8) Pratisambhida (1935)

(9) Karya-Karana-hetu-Pratyaya (1935)
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(10) Abhinibbhoga Riupa (1936)

(11) Samalocana (1938)

(12) Karmatatva (1939)

(13) Abhidhasan (1939)

B. In the Jagajjyoti- A Bengali journal published from
Calcutta by the Bengal Buddhist Association.

(1) Bodhisatva (1951)

(2) Maitri-Sadhana (1953)

(3) Anatmavada (1954)

Moreover, at the request of the authors, he wrote a prefece
for the book entitled @®Mahaparinirbana Sitra” edited with
Bengali Translation by Ven. Pt. Dharmaratna Mahasthavira.
This preface is an excellent one like a booklet from covering 10
pages written by him in 1941. The other preface was written by
him in 1936 for the book entitled &Milasikkha Pali.” written by
Ven. Subimala Bhikkhu.
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